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| NTRODUCTION TO EARLY M EDIEVAL NOTATION
Seconp EpiTion, BY CONSTANTIN FLOROS
Trandlated by Nell K. Moran

Thisbook isbased primarily ontheresearch of the author inthefield of neumatic notation,
particularly histhree-volume Univer sale Neumenkunde published in 1970. Naturally the principal
studiesinthefield, both the older and the younger studies, are acknowledged. In additionto that,
many recent research results of the author appear herefor thefirst time.

With regard to research on neumatic notation, it must be said that it isunfortunately
encumbered with hypothesesand preudicesashardly any other fieldintheareaof Medieva
studies. Blatantly subjective opinionsare declared to be doctrines; numerouserroneousand false
hypothesesfind mechanical repetitionintheliterature, their authorsclinging to favoritetheorieseven
though they have been proven to be without foundation. Thissituation has made the acceptance of
new research resultsvery difficult. But even though the progress of science can bedelayed, inthe
long runit cannot be stopped.

Theauthor laysparticular weight on the statement that thislittlebook - asin hisother
research - isbased not on the exposition of high flying hypotheses, but on the presentation of
scientificaly valid conclusons.
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